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Welcome to the first edition of this year.
What a lead up it has been, drought, fires,
mice plagues, pandemics (still ongoing) and
now rain and flooding. The turmoil between
Russia and the Ukraine does not inspire
confidence but we can only hope.

The spotlight this time is on our just retired
President, Tom Harris, pictured below.

Born Thomas Adam Harris, the second of
twins, in 1943 in Sydney, Tom lived in the
Hurstville area with his mother. His father
was overseas with the Australian Army in the
Middle East with the 2"/15t Field Survey Unit.

Tom’s education, both Primary and High
School, was mainly in the Hurstville area.
While at Hurstville Boys High, Tom excelled in
Technical Drawing and Woodwork. He still
has and uses the set of wood chisels he was
given as a prize for topping his year in these
subjects.

On leaving school in the early 60’s Tom was
taken on by Peerless Engineering in Carlton as
an apprentice Draftsman, designing industrial
ovens, ventilation and airconditioning
machines and systems. He attended Sydney
TAFE and graduated in 1967 with
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a Certificate of Mechanical Engineering while
still with Peerless in the role of Draughtsman.

While with Peerless he met his wife, Jan, ata
Church Function and married in 1966. They
moved to Padstow Heights shortly after the
wedding and have remained in the same
house ever since.

Recognising his skills, Peerless promoted Tom
from Draughtsman to Estimator and finally to
Project Engineer. He enjoyed this work, was
observed by others and was eventually head
hunted in 1978 by Thomas Clark, metal
finishers. as their Project Engineer.

As a result of redundancy in 1993 Tom was
employed by a number of other similar firms,
still in his role as Project Engineer, designing
and installing air moving systems, ovens for
drying paints and other cleaning fluids. He
gained a lot of experience in the design and
use of automatic spray gun systems for
coating automobiles, whitegoods and other
painted products that required drying and
curing in a heat oven. He was able to use this
knowledge and experince while visiting
customers in Japan, China, Malasia, New
Zealand and many places in Australia,
designing, installing and training people in the
use of the systems he oversaw and
commissioned.

He says that one of his major achievements
was mastering AutoCad, a computer program
that was wriiten to allow the quick and easy
drawing of projects in 2 and 3 dimensions.
Previously these had to be drawn labouriously
by hand.

Tom finally retired in 2008 and says that he
was fortunate and glad to be able to share his
knowledge and expertise with others.

Tom and Jan, pictured below, are very happy
with their life and between their 3 children
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they now have 5 grandchildren and 2
greatgrandchildren. Tom’s hobbies include
golf and tennis, which he played on a regular
basis, and the flying of model aircraft.

Since joining in 2010, Tom has been a great
assett to the Menai Men’s Shed. He has
devoted a lot of his spare time to designing
and, with other members, making various
projects for our local Council to present to
their overseas visitors, sets of outdoor
furniture for customers of the Shed and
playground equipment for local childrens
organisations. After being elected initially to
the Committee, Tom was elected as Vice
President in 2017. He gained the role of
President in 2018 and remained in that
position until 2021 when as per our
Constitution he stood down, but was again
elected as a Committee Member.

Using his skills with AutoCad Tom played a
pivotal role in designing the initial layout of
our new Shed after the move from Alfords
Point. He then used the same program to
design a detailed layout of our heavy
machinery in both the woodwork room and
later the metal work room. One of his major
jobs at the Shed was the designing and
installation of the dust extraction system in
the Woodworking Machine Room. This
resulted in a major reduction of sawdust and
finer wood particles from the air, making it
safer and more comfortable for members to
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work in. Examples of some of the joint
projects he participated in are pictured below.
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Unfortunately | cannot show any of his CAD
drawings as | can’t get the drawing programs
to intergrate with Word.

Tom has unfortunately over the past few
months suffered health issues which, after
extensive examinations and consultations
with medical specialists, have now been
diagnosed as an asbestos related lung
condition. This has curtailed his ability to
travel far from home, including visits to the
Shed. He has the support of his family and is
hoping if the current floods subside to visit
friends and relatives in south eastern
Queensland. Jan will be driving. We wish him
well.

In a lighter vein,

| have a friend
who writes music

about sewing
machines. He's'a

singer
songwriter.

Or sew it seams.

Andrew Campbell has finaly completed his 4%
yr. project, (he estimates an average of 35 hrs.
per week). His lounge room ceiling is now
clear of all obstructions! He presented to
Shed members at the February General
Meeting, his hand built wooden model of a
steam engine. See pictures below.

Yes that is smoke coming from the funnell,
the drive wheels are electrically powered, the
horns are very loud and the lights shine
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brightly. Andrew acknowledged the
assistance he had been given by shed
members in some areas of the construction,
but it is 95% his own work. He hopes that it
will eventually be displayed somewhere in the
Shire.

As members of the Men’s Shed we come from
many occupational backgrounds. This next
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article will be familiar to you, and you may be
able to quietly identify someone from this list.

"Wicket keeper" - puts on gloves and stands
back

"Harvey Norman" - 3 years no interest
"Grenade" - waiting for him to pull the pin

"Sensor light" - only works if someone walks
past

"Blister" - appears when the hard work is
done

"Showbag" - full of shit
"Seaweed" - floats around all day and stinks

"Lantern" - not very bright, and has to be
carried

"Penguin" - always on the ice
"Deck chair" - always folds under pressure
"G-spot" - you can never find him

"2-stroke" - hard to get started, and always
smokes

"Morphine" - slow moving dope
"Bushranger" - holds everyone up

“Pothole” — Always in the road, needs to be
filled in

“Jungle” — Thick and Dense

“Wheelbarrow” — Only works when he’s
pushed

“4n20” — 4 days’ work and 20 years’
experience

“Goldfish” - Can’t remember a f#@king thing
“Fractions” — Does 2/5ths of bugger all
“Cyclone” — Slow moving depression
“Treacle” — Slow moving and thick

“Scarecrow” — Just stands around all day and
watches

“Minerals” - Silver in his hair, gold in his teeth
and lead in his arse

“Limo” — Carries about 8 blokes

“Chainsaw” — Hard to start and stops for no
reason

“Noodles” — Thinks all jobs take two minutes
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“Cordless” — Charges all night but only works
for two hours

“Drill bit” — A small boring tool

“Broken arrow” — (Boss's son) Doesn’t work
and can’t be fired

“Perth” — Two hours behind everyone else

There’s quite a lot of activity in the Shed at
present with several projects under way. |
thought it might be interesting to present
some of them. Ken Auchterlonie is currently
overseeing them while Tom Harris takes a
break and the variety being worked on is very
wide.

These are not in any order of priority but
demonstrates our wide range of skills.

This dolls house was donated by Bunnings and
is being revamped by Daryl Bach and is
destined for a preschool somewhere.

These wooden puzzles are all missing a vital
part and Ken Auchterlonie and John Aston are
painstakingly cutting out the missing shapes
for the kids in the Special Needs Kindergarten
run by Fairfield Council.
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Colin Relf has been busy building a dolls
house/fire station for the kids at the Jannali
Preschool. He is also restoring and antique
chair that required a complete strip down of
the varnish and the replacement of the cane
seating.

new wooden handles for 2 cast iron skillets.
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As you can see the old handles have
deteriorated somewhat and are not safe to
use. Bill is turning the new handles into shape
from a special wood with a nonlinear grain.
He will then need to drill a small hole through
the length of each handle to take a threaded
steel rod that will bolt into to the skillets and
secure the handles.

Now here’s a tale that will dismay some.

EVCY‘Y \OG-F

o‘F bread IS a Tras'm
SJ(or)/ of a 9rouP o]c

grains that could have
become %\Skey [)uT didnvf,

Bill Black is on his beloved wood lathe making . #ibreadisgood
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What about this for an understatement? how to use them. | was able to get a set for a
good price (Chinese, as were the instructions)
on eBay. If you are not familiar with this tool,
| have photographed the use of what | have
on a piece of scrap metal. It's not hard, takes
a minute or two to set up and can help when
you cannot get behind a wall or sheet of
thinnish metal to fit a nut.

The rivet nuts come in various sizes and what
you see above is a 12mm and a 4mm with a
screw. | have predrilled a 6mm hole for the
4mm version.

| recently asked my son, a mechanic, about a
small job on the side wall of my caravan.
Having looked at the problem he suggested
using rivet nuts. | had not heard of them so
after some research on the net came up with
this. Like a pop rivet these nuts are
compressible and will lock into thin metal

Insert the 4mm mandrel then the securing nut
into the compressing tool. | found that the
two handled device was easier to use.

sheets providing a thread to secure a screw or
bolt into. Utube has quite a few videos of
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The mandrel is fitted and secured, and the And now as we have quite a few ex-police

rivet nut screwed on. You will have to adjust officers in our membership a here’s some
a metal sleeve on the device to set the humour that they will relate to. (Thanks to
amount of squeeze you want to apply. Ron Dickinson).

Insert the rivet nut into the hole and squeeze.
Take care not to over squeeze the handles as
a bad adjustment can strip the thread.

Job done, rivet nut secured and screw in
place. Many thanks to my wife for some of
pictures.

“I'm starting to really like the smell of cocaine.”
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| was driving when | saw the flash of a And

traffic camera. | figured that my picture

had been taken for exceeding the limit
even though | knew that | was not
UNLEADED

speeding.

Just to be sure, | went around the block
and passed the same spot, driving even
more slowly, but again the camera
flashed. Now | began to think that this
was quite funny, so | drove even slower as
| passed the area once more, but the
traffic camera again flashed.

| tried a fourth and fifth time with the
same results and was now laughing as
the camera flashed while | rolled past at a
snail's pace.

Two weeks later, | got five tickets in the

mail for driving without a seat belt.

You know, you just can't fix stupid.

"The Officer Said, |

" "You're Staggering"

s

= And l.aughed.
£ l Need Ball Money
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The Fifties era, remember these?

Remington
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ﬁfi‘ﬁi . 1 4 contributors. Stay Safe.

Josephbuchan14@gmail.com

|
Enough from me, many thanks to all
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