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It is September 2020 already in this very
slow year of drought, fire, flood, and
pandemic. Not long till Christmas and
may be another crisis! | hope that you and
your family are coping with current
restrictions as they are and are staying
safe.

We have much to talk about in this edition
and feature Andrew Campbell and his
many interests. Andrew pictured below,

now with a full head of hair, has been a
Shire boy for most of his life. He is proud
to boast of having two loving Mums. He
was adopted at birth and later met his
biological mother when he was 18 after
she had traced him. Andrew schooled in
the Shire and his interest in wood led to
him becoming a Pattern Maker in a metal
casting firm, Keech Castings in Mascot.
There he learnt the finer skills of working
with wood and topped his course in
Industrial Arts at TAFE. He made patterns
in wood for the small knobs on televisions
up to the casting of a 403 mtr. Drag Chain
Bucket for a mine. In his spare time on
weekends Andrew became an Arborist and
Tree Surgeon, eventually becoming a
contractor to other pattern makers and tree
loppers.

In addition to all his work commitments,
Andrew also became a Speleologist (cave
explorer) and surveyed many caves in a
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number of States. He says that he enjoyed
the challenge that caving presented and
often was the first person to see some of
the caverns and chambers.

Andrew then took an interest in the sun
tanning industry and installed Solariums
all over Australia. His work experiences
enabled him to gain many licenses and
certificates, which he still maintains. In
2008 Andrew was diagnosed with MS and
was told that he would not walk again and
would have to use a wheelchair. With
rehabilitation, persistence and the right
mental attitude, Andrew regained the skill
to walk and to continue his interest in
woodworking. Andrew never married,
lives in Sutherland and socializes in the
area. His lounge is a handyman’s dream
and a woman’s nightmare as the following
pictures will show.

The following pictures are examples of
Andrews skills with wood and the patience
required to hand carve many of the objects.
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And this is Andrews garage which is
situated under his flat.
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It is pleasing to note that our Shed has
been able to assist the Bundeena Men’s
Shed by donating some surplus machinery
to them. We have been able to give a
Band Saw, Thicknesser and Wood Lathe
to help with their continued start up. The
picture below shows their delight in
receiving the equipment.

In addition to helping in material ways, we
have also invited some of the Bundeena
members to participate in our lectures on
3D printers and their operation. Our
Secretary Kevin Crowe is currently giving
some very good talks and demonstrations,
both on screen and practical, of the
apparent limitless possibilities of what can
be made on these machines. Below are
some pictures of a class which | attended
which included the Bundeena members.
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The 3D printers use various forms of
plastic in the form of a cord but can also
use a plastic/aluminium mix and a cord
mixture that is an electrical conductor.
Here are some examples of what can be
made on these machines.

Basically, if you can draw it you can make
it! Kevin provides information on which
web sites have (a) the free software you
can use to design your idea and (b) which
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software you can use to convert the design
data into machine readable language for
the 3D printer to use.

F

As mentioned in the last edition Don
Rothnie is restoring a 1923 Buick and this
project is progressing nicely with the help
of members Alvaro Magina who is
concentrating on the drive train (gear box
and differential) and Colin Relf who
kindly restored the radiator surround as
pictured below.
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We may yet see Don driving a vehicle as
old as himself!

| am again presenting various machinery
available for use in the Shed by members.
In the metal machine shop we have a sheet
guillotine which is manually operated and
can cut up to a thickness of about 1.5 mm
(and fingers of any size). If you use it you
may have get the assistance of one of the
heavier members to help press down of the
cutting lever.

Adjacent to the guillotine is a manual press
brake. This can be used to fold sheet metal
or thin flat bars into various shapes, trays,
brackets, and boxes etc. Want to know
more about how to use them speak to Mick
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The newly installed rain awning over our
front door seems to be working and gives a
little shelter to those who are unlocking or
securing the premises.

Don’t forget if you are the first to open the
Shed and use your swipe card, wait for the

buzzer to sound, and then pull the door
open. When closing for the day check
ALL doors, both swing and roller, are shut
and locked. Then enter the alarm code
into hand pad, force the alarm on if asked
(if the front door is still open) and wait
until you get the message to exit. Ensure
the front door is closed and wait for the
soft buzzer to stop. Check the door is
locked and then you can leave.

Until next time please utilize the Shed
facilities and stay safe.

josephbuchanl4@gmail.com
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And something from the Loftus Combined Probus Club magazine
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