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The new year started slowly, and now life
IS beginning to return to normal.
Compared to the rest of the world
Australia is in a very good position Covid
19 wise and vaccinations ,though initially
slow, are starting to gain pace. Hopefully,
this trend will continue if we are all very
careful and follow the medical advice
being given.

On to more pleasant topics; our Xmas
luncheon, for those who were able to
attend, was a great success. The food was
good, the company pleasant, and the prizes
from the raffle enjoyed. Food donations to
Orana were numerous and well received.
The following pictures attest to this.

A big vote of thanks to those involved in
the organization of the occasion.

This issue, | present none other than (Jan)
John Oste, a very famlllar face, and our
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oldest member.
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John, born in 1926 in Vlissingen, Holland,
close to the Belgium border, was part of a
family of 7. Reluctantly his parents made
him a ward of the State due to the
depression at the time and he lost contact
with his family.

He says that he had a poor education and
was eventually forced into accepting an
apprenticeship as a printer, while locked in
the State home. He absconded from the
home in 1943 with only the clothes on his
back and, as Holland was under German
occupation, he joined the Dutch
underground, printing Food Ration
documents, German rubber stamps,
Identification documents and other
documents as needed.

John escaped death at least twice during
his escapades. He was rounded up twice
by the Germans to be sent as a forced
labourer to Germany. Twice he escaped,
being recaptured on his way south towards
the Allies and later after stealing his 15™
bicycle, a popular form of transport for the
Germans. During his freedom he learnt to
spin wool from friendly families and was
often bombed out of hiding places. John
was eventually handed over to the Dutch
police to be dealt with, while in possession
of, in his words, ‘a stack of false papers’,
that the Germans failed to find. John was
eventually returned to the State home
where he worked as a printer and at the
end of hostilities, he was made foreman
printer.

John applied for and was accepted as a
specialist printer in Jakarta, Indonesia, at
that time a colony of Holland. He
remained there for 2 years until he was
replaced due to unrest and the election of
Gen. Sukarno. He then made his way to
Australia where he was employed as a
compositor in Sydney. (He spoke no
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English at this stage). He says that he was
at the lowest period of his life at this point
as his pocket was picked and his wallet
with all his money and identification was
stolen.

John met his wife ,Janny, in Melbourne at
a church conference and followed her to
Tasmania where they eventually married
in 1956. Work caused a move to Sydney,
Punchbowl at first and then to Oyster Bay.
They had 7 children and now have 20
grandchildren and 5 greatgrandchildren.

In 1960 John became a teacher of graphic
arts at Ultimo in Sydney, where he
remained for the rest of his working life.

During this time John returned to Holland
several times to try and find wartime
colleagues and those who helped him in
time of need. He did not have much luck
with this, but did locate a long-lost sister
who he now talks to on Skype. Il health
eventually stopped his travels overseas and
forced his retirement. Whilst in hospital
he taught himself to make small models of
hospital equipment using only materials he
could obtain from his ward. (pics. of these
follow).
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John lost his wife Janny in 2010 after a
long illness. He then joined the Shed to
utilize his time and talents. He taught
himself the art of lead lighting in his
garage and improved his talent at the Shed
in Alfords Pt. Pictures of some of his
creations follow. He is a regular attendee
at the Shed often opening at around
6.30am. He is known in the locality for
his iconic mode of transport, thanks to
assistance from the Shed (Tom Harris).
Beware though John is bit of a speed
demon
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In his time John was/is an accomplished
mandolin player appearing with the ‘Phil
Skinners Mandolin Orchestra’ at the Opera
House. He has toured New Zealand at the
invitation of the Maori community to play.

He learnt to write and read music in his
earlier days in Holland and while there
played the violin for a short time. He has
in the past composed medleys of
advertising jingles which he plays in
concerts.

John admits that though he feels good he
had had his fair share of scares. He
underwent a triple bypass in 2000, has had
a pacemaker fitted and very recently had a
stent inserted after suffering a heart attack.
In his words he will still soldier on.
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He recently completed a major lead Below are a few examples of Johns work,
lighting project which he has donated to of the many dozens he has created.
the Shed, seen below,

and is the maker of the small glass cocky,

the Shed symbol which sits on the wall
above his workstation.

John is satisfied with his long life and
achievements, bears no ill will and is
always willing to assist where physically
possible or join a conversation.
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And here is a spice rack that Tom Harris
made for his granddaughter, who is a cake
chef at Woolworths at Narellan

Bunnings asked the Shed last year before
Christmas to make a couple of projects for
them for their use. Unfortunately, Covid
intervened, and they could not be used, but
here are pics. of the completed units.
Maybe they will used next Christmas.

Courtesy of Bill Black, what do you think Ken’s
favourite colour is?
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Another OBE was awarded in early
February this year. Don Rothnie says he
earned it in more ways than one. Here he
IS receiving it from Tom Harris, (the
younger one!).

In addition to this, Don’s daughter,
knowing his interest in ancient cars, made
a special cake for him.

Carrying on with some humour:

Playing with fate:

In surgery for a heart attack, a middle-aged
woman has a vision of God by her bedside.
“Will I die?” she asks. God says, “No. You
have 30 more years to live.” With 30 years
to look forward to, she decides to make the
best of it. So, since she is in the hospital,
she gets breast implants, liposuction, a
tummy tuck, hair transplants, and collagen
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injections in her lips. She looks great! The
day she is discharged, she exits the
hospital with a swagger, crosses the street,
and is immediately hit by an ambulance
and killed. Up in heaven, she sees God.
“You said I had 30 more years to live,” she
complains. “That’s true,” says God. “So,
what happened?” she asks. God shrugs. “I
didn’t recognize you.”

A Russian goes to the Ukraine:

As the Russian prepares to cross the
Ukrainian border, the Ukrainian border
guard asks, “Occupation?”’, “No,” says the
Russian. “Just visiting.”

Now for some trivia.

We have all heard of the WW11 Jeep, do
you know how it got the name Jeep. It
was originally designated General Purpose
Vehicle and the name was shortened to GP
and then to Jeep. At the end of the war
there were so many of them in existence
that they were being sold off for $50 each
out of the crate. There were so many
manufactured, thousands of them were
dumped at sea so as not to depress the
auto market at home.

The following pics. are of some uses that
they were put to that you may not have
imagined.
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New out of the crate. Mobile machine shop.
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Diver-cquipped Jeep driver chugs along under water, heading
for shore to keep a date. We're kidding? Well, look below.

UnderwaterJeep

oldiers of World War
couldn’t do. They were probably
Army Jeep. Waterprool

right Wilness the newest

driver can even run (but why should he?) his wi
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The end.

And now a couple of older pictures way
back when.

Watering stock near Mt Kosciuszko
1900’s

Australian nurses 1919 in Surrey Hills
during the influenza epidemic.

Continue to stay safe.

josephbuchanl4@gmail.com
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