MENAI MEN’S SHED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Dear Members,

Hopefully, this period of uncertainty is
moving towards an end. | speak of the
Virus that has kept us at home and away
from friends and loved ones. The isolation
we have had to endure seems to have been
successful in reducing the expected
contagion and keeping the vast majority of
Australia healthy. 1 know that a lot of you
are missing the Shed and what it has to
offer, and we can only hope that the
relevant authorities sanction a return to
‘work’ soon.

There being no activity in the Shed, | have
trawled around for items of interest which
I’m sure will entertain you.

This month we feature Alan Martin whose
hobby in the Shed has sparked a lot of
curiosity. Alan, pictured below
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is responsible for the excellent examples of
metal artwork we have seen around the
welding bay.

Alan, born in Earlwood, grew up in Jannali
and still resides in that suburb. He
completed an apprenticeship as an
upholsterer and remained in that trade until
1998. Alan then joined the Sutherland
Shire Council (SSC) in their Services
Dept. until his retirement in 2014. He is
married with 3 children. His father who
was a Mechanical Engr. taught him
various skills in metal work and those
skills have enabled Alan, since his
retirement, to put together various scrap
metal parts from cars, machines and
bicycles in such a way to form very
attractive art pieces, as shown in the
following pictures. In his spare time,
when he has some, Alan and his wife
travel the state in their mobile home.
When not at the Shed, Alan can often be
found in his daughter’s garage working at
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his hobby. Alan sometimes sells his
creations or donates them to worthy
organisations.

As these pictures show, he is man of many
talents.
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Gary Melbourne our Safety Officer has
been asked by several members to explain
how the Shed Defibrillation unit, (AED)
works. Until we can open the Shed again
he has asked that members should go to
the following web site:
‘https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDVx8c

UAJIE’

Please be aware that this is an American site,
there are some ads so ignore these and the
emergency telephone no. is 000 NOT 911.
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Andrew Campbell is an interesting person
who is willing to donate his time and body for
a worthy cause. You may be aware that he
recently had his head % shaved for charity.
He raised $400 for MS and following are
pictures of before, during and a couple of
months after the event.

Men's
Slatigy ‘
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Andrew also showed me a long-term
project that he has been working on which
has progressed over the past 3 months. |
was impressed and he should be proud of
his achievement with this model. Some
pictures of his wooden steam train follow.
(It has a variable speed electric motor with
moving pistons and drive wheels,
operating brakes, and an operational
reversing system). Though not yet
completed, his intention is to mount it onto
rails on a wooden bridge. And yes, it is
hanging from the ceiling of his lounge!

More about Andrew in the next edition.

Lots of pictures in this edition. Hereisa
picture of the partly completed Men’s
Shed project led by Tom Harris and Ric
Schwartz and installed on the 8™ of May at
Fauna Place Early Learning Centre. Itisa
couple of mooring posts on a wharf on a
make-believe ocean.
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A custom-made letter box in the form of a
house, built by Colin Relf, also for Fauna
Place, has now been installed. No pictures
as yet but you may have seen it in the Shed
under construction.

With the isolation and lots of spare time on
his hands, Don Rothnie was spurred on to
work on the restoration of a 1923 Buick
sitting in his garage. He purchased it in
1970 after missing out on a 1928 fiat (It
had been taken to the tip!) The Buick
consisted of a chassis, engine, radiator,
wheels (wooden spokes), gearbox and
brakes (rear wheels only). Most of the
body parts had been disposed of prior to
him buying it. Anyway, it has been a
labour of love for Don for many years and
here are some pictures of his pet.
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I (Jo Buchan) have been busy installing a
new drainage system around the pool area
and fitting a new water reticulation line to
the backyard. | have also, due to the extra
gardening, that no doubt everybody has
been doing as well, had to repair my
mulcher/composting machine. It gave up
the ghost after numerous palm fronds went
through it and decided enough was
enough. Here are some pictures of the
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failed cutting plate and the replacement for
it. Bunnings (Satan’s Empire!) supplied
the part at a good price.
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Others in the Shed have also been busy.
Here are some pictures of projects
completed in the last few months by
members of both the Menai Wood Turners
group and associated MMS members.
Demonstrations of what can be done on a
lathe.
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And now to finish of this edition:
The English Language

Homographs are words of like spelling
but with more than one meaning. A
homograph that is also pronounced
differently is a heteronym.

You think English is easy??

1) The bandage was wound around

the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce
produce.

3) The dump was so full that it had

to refuse more refuse.

4) We must polish the Polish furniture..
5) He could lead if he would get

the lead out.

6) The soldier decided to desert his
dessert in the desert.

7) Since there is no time like the present,
he thought it was time to present

the present.
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8) A bass was painted on the head of
the bass drum.

9) When shot at, the dove dove into the
bushes.

10) I did not object to the object.

11) The insurance was invalid for

the invalid.

12) There was a row among the oarsmen
about how to row.

13) They were too close to the door

to close it.

14) The buck does funny things when
the does are present

15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down
into a sewer line.

16) To help with planting, the farmer
taught his sow to sow.

17) The wind was too strong to wind the
sail.

18) Upon seeing the tear _in the painting |
shed a tear.

19) I had to subject the subject to a
series of tests.

20) How can | intimate this to my

most intimate friend?

And now for a little trivia:

It’s easy to understand UP, meaning
toward the sky or at the top of the list, but
when we awaken in the morning, why do
we wake UP?

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?

Why do we speak UP and why are the
officers UP for election and why is it UP
to the secretary to write UP a report?

We call UP our friends.

And we use it to brighten UP a room,
polish UP the silver; we warm UP the
leftovers and clean UP the kitchen.

We lock UP the house and some guys fix
UP the old car.

At other times the little word has real
special meaning.
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People stir UP trouble, line UP for
tickets, work UP an appetite, and think
UP excuses.

To be dressed is one thing, but to be
dressed UP is special.

A drain must be opened UP because it is
stopped UP.

We open UP a store in the morning but
we close it UP at night. We seem to be
mixed UP about UP!

To be knowledgeable about the proper
uses of UP, look the word UP in the
dictionary.

In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP
almost 1/4th of the page and can add UP
to about thirty definitions.

If you are UP to it, you might try building
UP a list of the many ways UP is used.
It will take UP a lot of your time, but if
you don't give UP, you may wind UP
with a hundred or more.

When it threatens to rain, we say it is
clouding UP.

When the sun comes out we say it is
clearing UP.

When it rains, it wets the earth and often
messes things UP.

When it doesn't rain for a while, things
dry UP.

One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it
UP, for now my time is UP, so....... itis
time to shut UP!

Now it's UP to you what you do with this
email.

Till next we meet

You and your loved ones STAY SAFE

josephbuchanl4@gmail.com
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