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The end of traumatic year is approaching
and many of us are looking forward to the
relaxation and festivities with our families
that the end of year season brings.

Sadly, over the past few weeks we have
farewelled two of our longstanding
members, Clem CHARLES, and Geoff
TURNER due to health issues. Both
joined the Shed shortly after its beginning
at Alfords Point and both were well known
and liked. Following is a tribute to both.

Clem, above, was born in October 1923 at
Lamaroo in South Australia. He was one
of thirteen siblings and experienced the
hardships of the Great Depression while
growing up. Clem enlisted in the RAN
during WW?2 and trained in Darwin and on
HMAS Cerberus in Melbourne, eventually
qualifying as a stoker. He served mainly
in Australian waters on HMAS Canberra,
Kookaburra and the ill-fated HMAS
Kuttabul which was sunk in Sydney

Harbor during an attack by midget Clem married his wife Nola in 1952. He
submarines. Clem was on shore leave at qualified as a carpenter and worked as
the time but lost quite a few of his such for several companies, one of which
shipmates in this action. was involved in the construction of

Roselands shopping centre. Clem finally

11.12.2020 Jo Buchan Page 1



MENAI MEN’S SHED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 2020

EDITION NO.6

joined the Sydney County Council from
where he retired at the age of 62. He lived
most of his married life in Oyster Bay
before moving to Menai. His wife, Nola,
passed in 2017 after 65 yrs. of marriage.

Clem cherished his 3 great grandchildren
and 6 grandchildren. He spent a lot of
time with his model railway, set up under
his Oyster Bay house, and would often
attend model train exhibitions with his
protégés. Clem passed on 17.10.2020 and
will be remembered for his easy friendly
manner, his advice, skills when sharpening
tools and always making time for a chat.

Geoff, above, born in November 1937 at
Gosford, was one of five boys. His family
moved several times, living in Taree, Port
Macquarie and, finally, Coffs Harbor
where Geoff finished his schooling. He
became an apprentice electrician at the age
of 17 and later served in the Army as a
Communications Officer. Geoff married
Joy in November 1959 after a long-
distance courtship and subsequently had
five children.
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Geoff’s expertise in electronics was
respected and in great demand in the
emerging medical imaging industry. He
played an integral role in developing and
installing CT scanning technology. He
later benefited from these machines
towards the end of his life. His roles with
Phillips, EMI, General Electric, Johnson &
Johnson and Toshiba required much travel
and time away from home. He missed
his kids and when home spent much time
with them attending various sporting
functions and events. He ended his career
as Service Manager with Welch Allyn of
Australia, retiring after 7 yrs. of service in
2004 due to an ailment in his eyesight.
During his time there he mentored many
emerging electrical engineers at University
in his chosen field.

After retiring Geoff became a radio
enthusiast and communicated with other
similar enthusiasts around the globe.

Geoff passed on 19.11.2020 after a long
illness.
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During his time in the Shed Geoff enjoyed
lead lighting, chats at smoko, the friends
he made, and was known for his strong
views. He always had a big smile and was
always willing to help and advise where he
felt he could.

Vale to both Clem and Geoff.

It was nice to see John Oste (below) in the
sunlight recently enjoying himself.
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The fruits of his efforts and the range of
colours and plants he tends can be seen at
the north end of the Shed, brightening
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what was once a drab and forgotten area.
Speak to John and see if you can help him
or possibly give the plants a drink every
now and then. There are more behind the
small container.

B

IGA Menai have again given the shed a
very generous cash donation, this time the
amount of $937. See the picture below.

The owner of IGA Menai, Gautam Jain is
to Gerry's right. The people are employees
of IGA Menai. The money is donated by
IGA as part of their assistance program to
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the Community and the Menai IGA have
adopted the Men’s Shed because of our
community ties.

It would be nice to reciprocate with some
individual purchases to show support.

Colin Relf is busy again with the
construction of a canoe. Will we be
invited to the launching of it?

Continuing our look at the machines
available for use, a rebating plane located
in the machine room is pictured below.
This can be used for large pieces of timber
when making door jambs, windowsills etc.
Beware though, as the red metal cover
conceals some large sharp and very fast
spinning cutters. Talk to Bill Black for
some training.

Keep your fingers well away.

Thanks to Tom Harris, Phil Gant and Ken
Auchterlonie, a Santa’s Sleigh ordered by
Bunnings at Kirrawee is nearly complete.
Pictured below it only requires a little
more paint and some enthusiastic toddlers.
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Below is one of our metal lathes. In the
hands of an experienced operator many
functions can be performed. Again, care
must be taken as the variable speed
revolving chuck can catch you unawares.
Talk to Mick English for training and ideas
on how to approach a problem.
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No loose clothing or long hair when using
this.

For those who have yet to try them, the
new boiling and cold water taps recently
installed in the kitchen are a boon. No
need to boil kettles or store water in the
fridge. Be careful not to burn yourself
from the steam or very hot water.

Tomerong Expedition

On the 12 November 2020 twelve brave
members set out to “rough it” for two days
in the bush at David Gaskell’s property in
Tomerong. As it turned out it was far from
“rough”. Running hot and cold water,
electricity, amazing food, beer on tap,
showers, toilets, and a warm bed. And
best of all, great company. What more
could you ask for!

It was a great opportunity to catch up with

seen in passing at the shed and said hello David’s 40-acre bushland with a collection
to. But now I have a much closer of cabins and facility buildings.

relationship with them, having had the
opportunity to hear more about their
backgrounds.

11.12.2020 Jo Buchan Page 5



MENAI MEN’S SHED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2020

EDITION NO.6

In the centre of the clearing, we built a
large fire from firewood collected from the
surrounding bushland. A little help from
David on his bobcat ensured we had more
than enough firewood to cook a feast in
camp ovens — beef, lamb, chicken, and
vegetable for dinner, as well as pizza from
David’s wood fired pizza oven, all cooked
to perfection by David and Bill Black and
a little help from the other members.

The next morning, we had a hearty
breakfast of bacon, eggs, sausages, and
hash browns followed by morning tea and
pancakes made to David’s secret recipe.

We also had the opportunity to visit a
neighbouring property for a timber
slabbing demonstration and on the second
day we visited the Milton-Ulladulla Men’s
Shed.
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Thanks to David Gaskell for inviting us to
his property, Gary Melbourne for
managing the logistics and Bill Black and
David for doing most of the cooking.

Conversations revealed some very
interesting life stories that you might read
about in future newsletters.

TimBer cut by the slab saw.
The slab saw (a very big chain saw). See

how it works on the links to the videos and
pictures.
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A full set of photographs and videos can
be found at
https://photos.app.goo.gl/uG2cgt7VxQGD

1MP76
(Tomerong words and pictures courtesy of
Kevin Crowe)

And now a stocking filler, some interesting
pictures from hundreds of years ago to not
S0 many years ago. Note the intricacies of
design and craftsmanship displayed on the
older items. How was this achieved?

An Ottoman supply train still lays where it
was ambushed by Lawrence of Arabia on
the Hejaz railway during WW1.
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Holy Roman Emperor Maximillian | wore
these armoured gloves from 1508 until his
death in 1519. Did the makers have ideas
of Transformers and Star Wars long ago!

Carbonized bread recovered from Pompeii
that still has the baker's stamp on it, 79
AD.

Jo Buchan Page 7


https://photos.app.goo.gl/uG2cgt7VxQGD1MP76
https://photos.app.goo.gl/uG2cgt7VxQGD1MP76

MENAI MEN’S SHED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 2020 EDITION NO.6

A futuristic looking 1938 Dymaxion, Marketed as a toy for kids, U-238 Atomic
designed by American inventor Energy Labs came with three different
Buckminster Fuller. types of live uranium ore and a Geiger

counter. Only in Americal

The 1936 Stout Scarab, one of the first
minivans?

This small ornate axe was made in
Germany during the late 1500s.

A triple-decker bus roaming the streets of
Berlin, Germany.

This amazing 16th Century ring unfolds
into an astronomical sphere.

Please have a joyous Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

josephbuchanl4@gmail.com
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