MENAI MEN’S SHED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

- EDITION NO. 5 DECEMBER 2019

Dear Members,

Welcome to the 5™ edition of our quarterly
Newsletter. Yes, there is a new editor on
the page, I have big shoes to fill. A big
thanks to my predecessor, Ron Alexander.

For the benefit of our newer members I
thought I would start by looking at where
we were a few years ago and where we are
at now. Some members will remember this
as where our Shed began in Alfords Pt.

Then in (2016) we moved to our current site
in the Sports Complex at Barden Ridge.
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We soon realized that we needed even more
space so began some very large additions.
Will we need more?
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Completion of these extensions resulted in
the enterprise we now have, love and use.

Our membership has risen in that time from
a modest 40+/- to an excess of 110 and our
finances reflect the efforts put in by mem-
bers to ensure our survival. Various grants,
projects, sausage sizzles and commissions
by local authorities and members of the
public helped to top up the bank balance.
These commissions included various items
of outdoor equipment, play boats, furniture
and storage devices. Our Brand has now
become well known and respected, evi-
denced by the repeat requests we get for
new work to be carried out.

Some of our projects recently completed in-
clude the refurbishment of a stainless-steel
table and kiddies table and stools for AN-
STO kindergarten, by Colin Relf (pictured).
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Members of the Shed have also participated
in a project at the Alfords Pt Public School
for the 2" year running. The project, aimed
at the senior boys before they transition to
high school, ran for 6 weeks and its purpose
was to encourage and demonstrate the art of
working together, listening to the views of
others, negotiating an outcome and realiz-
ing a result. This time the boys made a ser-
viette holder and part of the course included
a trip to the Shed to see how the holders
were cut to size, shape, cleaned and put to-
gether.
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The teachers declared the project a great
success and were pleased at the eagerness
and enjoyment the boys had shown in par-
ticipation. Painting and Decoration of the
holders was at the boy’s discretion and
many and varied patterns were displayed.

We have many and various items of equip-
ment available for use in the Shed and I
would like to use in each edition this vehi-
cle to highlight a couple which may not be
to familiar to some members in each edi-
tion. The first is the Nova drill.

This machine is a pedestal drill and is for
use with WOOD only. It has the facility to
do many functions automatically once you
set it up. I have tried and it is not difficult
to master the control panel and the results
and reduction in time spent when doing a
job on it are truly wonderous. Remember
to always lock the moveable platform for
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accuracy. See Phil O’Reilly or Bill Black
for more Information and tuition.

The other items of equipment [ would like
to highlight are in the following photo-
graph. They are easy to operate and do not
require much skill. The result of their use
is amazing and will make everyone happy.

* 0471212019 09:44

Ifyou are uncertain how to operate ask your
wife. Please use them when you have fin-
ished using a machine.

Co-operation in the Shed often leads to
good things and a few projects lead by Tom
Harris have ended up in the nicest of loca-
tions. The small bridge and arbors in the
following 2 pictures were supplied to
Woronora Public School, much to the de-
light of both the students and those who
built them.
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The previous picture is of an ‘I Pad’, pro-
grammed for users of Auslan (the Austral-
ian version of sign language for the deaf)
which has been built into a tree and installed
into one of the Sutherland Shire Councils
libraries. Again, Tom played a big part in
this installation.

In the next issue of the MMS Newsletter I
hope to continue the regular feature of pre-
senting the background of another member
(a willing victim hopefully) of the Shed,
and possibly some humor along with more
tips and suggestions about the machines
that we have.

I cannot finish this edition without mention-
ing safety.

e We all think we know how to oper-
ate a machine but be honest with
yourself. If in doubt, ask.

e If an unsafe situation remains in
place for a period of time, we ALL
suffer the from the condition I know
as ‘The blindness of familiarity’, in
other words we no longer see the
problem.

Maybe see you at the Christmas lunch on
Friday if not then the best of wishes for the
festive season to you and your closest.

If you have a suggestion, pictures or an idea
for the Newsletter please let me know or
send me copy for inclusion.

To contact the Shed Secretary, Kevin
Crowe, try: ‘mmssec@outlook.com’

To contact me try:
‘josephbuchan14@gmail.com’

Till next time.
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